
CATHOLIC	PARISH	OF	HOLY	CROSS,	

ST	MATTHEW	AND	ST	GILBERT,	ECCLES	

3rd Sunday of Lent 
YEAR B  Morning Prayer Week 3 

Services held at: Holy Cross, Patricro  and St Ma!hew’s, Winton 

Parish Office: Holy Cross Presbytery, 370 Liverpool Road, Patricro , M30 8QD 

THE PERFECT LAW OF FREEDOM 
"The Law is an ass!" declares Mr Bumble in the story of Oliver 
Twist. And o en we quote him, whenever laws seem defend 
the indefensible or forbid the exercise of good inten7ons. But 
we cannot deny, laws are there for good reason. Without law, 
we cannot live together in harmony. Good laws govern and 
hold together our society, defending the weak and enabling 
people to live in peace. We have laws, too, which help us get 
along as individuals - the laws of good manners, of simple re-
spect and politeness. And then, there is another set of laws too 
- "God's Law" as we might say as Church, but more iden7fiably 
"Natural Law", the laws of nature which define what things are 
and how they should act. It is easy to see natural law at work 
when we see cows eat grass and know they would probably 
refuse a chicken curry, or when wild cats pursue their prey, but 
would have li!le 7me for a vegetarian pizza. And higher ani-
mals - and humans - care for their young, educa7ng and nur-
turing them to take their place in the social scheme of things. 
In nature, we see species where different parents carry out 
different roles, or where the pack ins7nct shares out the re-
sponsibility between many. But ul7mately, in the human race, 
we find ourselves with a ra7onal mind, able to choose - and 
a!aching another label to the good decisions we make in our 
care and respect for one another, for our children and for our 
community. The new label is "Love" - and in it, we find the ful-
filment of God's Law, the perfec7on of our human nature. 

In today's First Reading, we see God's Law laid down in the 
Commandments - not a set of "hoops" for the people to jump 
through, but a model for good, human living. Through them, 
the Israelite society will thrive. And, as the psalmist then says, 
"The Law of the Lord is perfect". But people are not perfect. 
There are so many ways and means of selfishly keeping within 
the wri!en law, and yet doing good to no-one but ourselves. 
And into all of this comes Jesus, our Saviour. 

In the Gospel, we see Jesus apparently turning the Law up-
side-down. The sacrificial offerings are carefully prepared in 
the Temple, and the people come to purchase those perfect 
offerings, exchanging, spending and making money in the Tem-
ple precinct. But Jesus overturns their tables and drives them 
out. "My Father's house is a house of prayer!" he protests - yet 
no laws were being broken. And many people quote this event 
as proof that Jesus had come to abolish the Law - and, indeed, 
to abolish laws in general. But Jesus himself said, elsewhere, "I 
have come not to abolish the Law but to fulfil it." And it was 
fulfilled  when, on the Cross, he declared "It is accomplished." 
His ac7on in the Temple was not condemning the Law at all - it 
was simply sta7ng that we must take more care over how we 
apply the laws we have. Temples - and Churches - are places of 
prayer, and this must always be central to what we do. Buying 
and selling has its essen7al place in human society too - but 
not at the heart of the Temple, and not in place of prayer. 

The Scriptures exhort us to follow the laws we are given - to 
be, as Chris7ans, beyond reproach. But, governed by Christ's 
perfect "Law of Freedom", we do not follow them by searching 
for loopholes to get the best we can for ourselves out of them 
along the way. We follow just laws out of Love, doing the best 
we can in the service of each other and defending the rights of 
all people to live in peace and harmony. For our human race, 
God's Law is truly the best "law of nature" we will ever find. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AT HOLY CROSS 
♦ Embrace Volunteers:  This Tue 6th March   6.30pm 
♦ Social Outreach Commi!ee: This Tue 6th March   7.00pm 
♦ Hope in the Future:  Now to be rearranged 
♦ Pastoral Commi!ee:  Tue 20th March  10.30am 
♦ Finance Commi!ee:  Wed 21st March   7.00pm 
If you are a member of one of these groups/committees and can-
not make the specified date, please let us know as soon as possi-
ble so that we can rearrange if necessary. Thank you. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Logan, Michael 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Chris7na, Ashlan 

OFFERTORY 
Collection: 24th/25th February: See printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: SVP Monthly Collection 
Next week: No re7ring collec7on next week 

(The “challenge” will continue throughout Lent) 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar7n, a er Mass or at any convenient 7me 

Please keep the following people kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Angela, Maureen, Jackie, Winnie, Peter, George 
(age 13), Christopher and Clifford, Mary, Gemma, Rosa, 
Daniel, John, Sheila, Michael, Martin, Joanne, Desmond, 
John, Joan, Janice, Bill, Harvey, Marie, Paddy, John, Mar-
tin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, 
Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Martin, Elaine, Mavis, 
Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Vanessa, Lyndsay, 
Bernard, Jack and Joan, Kevin and a very sick person. 
Thank you for your prayers for Eamon, who happily is 
now much improved. 

Lately Dead: Alex Santana Fernandes, Vera Brennan, Kym 
Sidall, Tony O’Connor, Marie Wheeler, May McKnight, 
Adele Bell, Margaret Ray, Fr Frank Thompson MHM, 
Maureen Rea, Irwin Platts, Michael Neilan. 

Anniversaries: Sheila Cusack, Madeleine Walker, Ted 
Hosey, Patrick Roddy, Winifred Hannon, Jack Twemlow, 
Eileen Banks, Frank Gribbin, Jimmy Yellop, Agnes and 
Charles Geeney, Marie Payne, Annie O’Donnell, Harry 
Banks, Jim Purcell, Ann and Johnny Delaney, Frederick 
and Hilda Mary Blohm. 

We also pray: in thanksgiving, for world peace, for the 
people of Southern Cameroon, for Bishop John and the 
restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound and 
those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, and for 
a  number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar7n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar7n@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-3pm) 
 Sec. Email:     secretary@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
 Office Email: office1@1ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 7mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma!hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma!hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma8hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro      Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Reps:   Katrina Foster/Tara Higgins 
             Email: safeguarding@. ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 5th March) 

Monday:   8.45am Sta7ons of the Cross at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
Tuesday:   8.45am Sta7ons of the Cross at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  
   10.30am – 12.30pm KniQng Club at St Ma!hew’s 
   6.30pm – 7.00pm Short meeting for “Embrace” volunteers, in the Meeting Room at Holy Cross Presbytery 
   7.00pm Social Outreach Commi!ee mee7ng, in the Mee7ng Room at Holy Cross Presbytery 

Wednesday:  8.45am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  
   7.00pm Reconciliation Service for Parishioners and Sacramental Programme families, at Holy Cross Church 
Thursday:   8.45am Sta7ons of the Cross at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  
Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00-11.50am at St Ma!hew’s 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
Once again, we will be holding two Lenten Reconcilia7on Ser-
vices at Holy Cross church for parishioners and for the children 
and families of our Sacramental Programme. The first takes 
place this Wednesday (7th March) at 6.30pm, and Fr Mar7n 
will be assisted by Fr Jan Klaver, Fr Dermot Byrne and Fr Bob 
Morrow who will all be hearing Confessions. Why not make 
this a part of your own Lenten renewal? All welcome. 

GOLDEN WEDDING 
Frances and John have just celebrated their Golden Wedding 
and we, as a parish, send them our congratulations, good wishes 
and thanks for their years of faithful service to the parish. 

PARISH LENTEN CHALLENGE 
Details of our project can be viewed at the back of church (or in 
last week’s newsletter, available online). Moneys raised will be 
sent to the Society of Peter the Apostle, a branch of “Missio.” 

RED MISSION BOXES 
Please bring in your Red Mission Box for counting next weekend. 
Contact Bob on 288 1498 if you need your box to be collected. 
(These also support “Missio,” the Pope’s own charity). 

PIETY SHOP 
Come and see our selection of cards and gifts for Mother’s day 
(next weekend), for St Patrick’s day, for Easter, for First Holy 
Communion… …And don’t forget your Fair Trade goods either! 

SHORT YOUTH MEETING 
...in the Study at Holy Cross after the 10.30am Mass next Sunday. 

      3rd/4th March 2018  
In union with our Diocese and Bishop  
John, let us pray this week for: 
• The people of the parishes of St. Peter in Chains and St. 

John Vianney, Blackburn, with Father Anthony Du!on 
and Father Francis Webster, and of Pleasington Priory, 
with Canon Kevin Kenny.  

• We pray for their parish primary schools and for St. 
Bede’s High School .  

This Lent may we all come to know the power  
and wisdom of God . 

CHARITY NIGHT STARRING ‘PONTIAC’ 
John, one of our parishioners, is a member of the charitable 
organisa7on “The Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes.” Their 
local chosen charity this year is in support of the running of our 
own parish minibus, which helps some of our older people get 
to Mass who might otherwise be unable to do so. They have 
organised a charity night – see details on the no7ceboard at 
the back of church – and John will personally a!end Masses 
both at Holy Cross and St Ma!hew’s with raffle 7ckets. (The 
raffle prize will be a basket of assorted spirits, so  drinks and 
glasses). John asks your support to keep the minibus running 
and further advance the service we can provide with it. 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Plans are currently being drawn up to redevelop the church 
foyer at Holy Cross in ways that will benefit everyone, and to 
improve our disabled facili7es and emergency exit points. 
Watch this space for more informa7on, very soon! 


